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Preface 

In recent times, it has been claimed by some miscreants that 
the magnificent "Adina Masjid" in Pandua Sharif, Qutub Shahar, 
P.S: Gajol, Dist: Malda, West Bengal was built on the structure of 
an imaginary "Adinath Temple"; In other words, according to the 
propaganda being spread by the miscreants, there was a temple 
called "Adinath Mandir" at this place which was demolished by the 
Muslim sultans during their reign and then they built this mosque on 
the site of the temple. In support of their claim, the miscreants say 
that there are some Hindu sculptures on the walls of the "Adina 
Masjid" which proves that there used to be a temple at this place. 
We are well aware that the whole country is in a similar situation at 
the moment. Dozens of mosques, mausoleums and shrines, such 
as Shahi Jama Masjid, Gyan Vapi, UP; Jama Masjid, Delhi; Qutub 
Minar, Delhi; Shahi Eidgah, Mathura, UP; Kamal Masjid, MP; Taj 
Mahal, Agra, UP; Dargah Gharib Nawaz, Ajmer and Jama Masjid, 
Sanbhal, Uttar Pradesh are the direct targets of Hindu extremists; 
And these conditions did not arise automatically, but the present 
central government itself is fanning the flames in a planned 
manner. In fact, the Narendra Modi-led BJP government has failed 
miserably on ground issues like employment, education, inflation 
and crime control, which has caused a general public outcry and 


the Lok Sabha elections in 2024: In these circumstances, the 
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Bharatiya Janata Party feels that if the 2024 Lok Sabha elections 
are fought on the ground issues, it is very possible that the result 
will not be in its favor; That is why the BJP is diverting the people 
from the ground issues and throwing them into the fire of religious 
hatred so that they can easily bake the bread of their interests in 
this fire of hatred. As far as the state of Bengal is concerned, at 
present, the Trinamool Congress government led by Mamata 
Banerjee is undoubtedly very strong in the state, which has 
definitely made the BJP think that they may not get as many seats 
from West Bengal in the 2024 Lok Sabha elections as they did in 
the 2019 parliamentary election; That is why now the BJP, like 
other states, wants to create a Masjid-Mandir controversy in West 
Bengal so that it can entangle voters in this religious controversy 
and win as many Lok Sabha seats as possible, and not even 
answer to the public for its failure. Well, the purpose of the BJP is 
obvious to all, but the problem here is that we Muslims will have to 
face a lot of difficulties in this nefarious purpose of the BJP. It is a 
fact that prayers are not held at Adina Masjid, Pandua at present 
and it has been given the status of a tourist destination by the 
government. The irony, however, is that if this dangerous game of 
the BJP reaches its logical conclusion, the "Islamic identity" of the 
Adina Mosque will be annihilated; That is why | am dedicating here 


a few lines regarding the Construction of the Adina Mosque and the 
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historical facts. Please read them yourself and pass them on to 
others so that our Muslim society is aware of the history of its 
ancient heritage and in time our lawyers and scholars can take 
effective steps to turn the tide in the light of the facts presented. 

Mizanur Rahman Alayee 


03 July 2022 
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The Construction And History of Adina Masjid 

Adina Mosque is one of the largest mosques in the subcontinent 
located in Pandua, Gajol, Malda, West Bengal. Although today most 
parts of this mosque are in ruins and the rest was repaired by the 
British government and given the status of a historic destination,but 
the greatness of this mosque hidden in the thick sands of history 
demands that we remove the dust on the bright face of this mosque 
and make the world aware of its past greatness. 

Founder And History Of Construction: 

All the historical documents bear witness to the fact that Sultan 
Sikandar, the son of Sultan Shamsuddin Ilyas, built this magnificent 
mosque during his reign. Therefore, in the words of Khan Sahib 
Abid Ali Khan: 

"There is an inscribed stone outside, fixed in the west wall of the 
mosque, and very close to the back door, which gives the date of 
the erection of the building and the name of the builder. 
The following is a reading of the inscription”: 

a SY JACM he gbaey lal St a so aly) .b asleell trerodl Mad Los clin psi 

CH OLD whew Slab! dabeeald gol por SI dey ait SI really yall db pb! Las 

Cet Aes arr y Cees Gey sh Bb AaS” > 56 gall a gall St adds Ae gle tdt ober wlll 
~ abe ae § tow 9 


Translation: This Jami Masjid was ordered to be built in the 
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days of the great Sultan, the Wisest, the most Just, the most 
Liberal and most Perfect of the Sultans of Arabia and Persia, who 
trusts in the assistance of the Merciful, Abul Mujahid Sikandar 
Shah, the Sultan, son of Ilyas Shah, the Sultan. May his reign be 
continude till the day of Promise (i.e., Resurrection)! Written on the 
6th of Rajab of the year 770 A.H." (14th February 1369 A.D.). 

| have quoted the above mentioned English translation of the 
Inscription from Khan Sahib Abid Ali Khan's book "Memoirs of Gaur 
and Pandua". After this translation, Khan Sahib also writes below: 
"It is said that Sultan Sikandar himself wrote the Inscription"(1). 

| do not know from where Khan Sahib has narrated that this 
Inscription was written by Sikandar Shah with his own hands and | 
also do not know to what extent this statement of Khan Sahib is 
true from the point of view of historical documents, but yes In the 
light of the above inscription, it is clear that this mosque was built 
by Sikandar Shah himself and the construction of the mosque was 
probably completed in 1369 AD according to 770 AH. 

Ghulam Hussain Saleem has written in his book "Riyadh-us - 
Salateen" describing the details of Adina Mosque: 
dala AT 53 onan ys alodls 5 pie Lal ca S Ly AigaT ozeane LY Ads 50 g,, 
OTe ost sh. yd pW ale al pr aps ley dh alot we 
bb Cauda ga ge og S Sy Abcaligg opty Gall jl cog tty Xre 13 ae 
Ul eri jo bad alias Ailes |, de yd Gell a TS Abadtel o] 
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Cr)" ahh oth Ca 

Translation: Sikandar Shah had laid the foundation of Adina 
Mosque in 766 AH. However, the construction of the mosque has 
not yet completed when Sikandar Shah's age came to an end and 
thus the building of the mosque remained incomplete. Part of the 
mosque's construction still stands about two miles away from the 
Pandua settlement. This humble has seen it himself. Undoubtedly, 
Sikandar Shah had built a magnificent mosque and spent a large 
sum of money on its construction. 

James Fergusson, a Scottish born architectural historian, writes 
about the construction and history of the great Adina Masjid: "From 
inscriptions upon it, it appears that the Adina Masjid was erected by 
Sikandar Shah, one of the most illustrious of his race ( A.d.1358 - 
1389), with the intention of being himself buried within its precincts 
or in its immediate neighborhood"(3). 

American historian, Professor Richard Maxwell Eaton writes 
about the founder and history of the great Adina Masjid: "The most 
spectacular evidence of the dynasty's imperial presentation is seen 
in a single monument built by the founder's son and successor, 
Sultan Sikandar (r. 1357-89). This is the famous Adina mosque, 
completed in 1375 in the Ilyas Shahi capital of Pandua"(4). 

Dr. Purushottom Singh writes about the founder and erection of 


the great Adina Masjid, located in Pandua: "The Adina Mosque was 
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built c.1370 by Sikandar Shah, the second sultan of Ilyas Shahi 
dynasty. It is an excellent example of sultanate period architecture 
and was at the time the largest mosque to be built on the 
subcontinent, a reflection of the power and wealth of the sultan. The 
mosque is decorate with magnificent intricate carvings, calligraphic 
inscriptions and non calligraphic surface ornamentation. The 
complex designs included geometrical patterns, vegetation motifs, 
rosettes and abstract arabesque designs"(5). 

From all these quotations it is clear that Sultan Sikandar, the 
son of Sultan Shams-ud-Din Elias, had built this magnificent and 
historic mosque during his reign; And if we talk about the date of 
construction here, Ghulam Hussain Saleem has stated in his book 
"Riyadh- us Salateen" that the foundation stone of this mosque was 
laid by Sultan Sikandar in 766 AH. However,there is a difference of 
Opinion among historians about the completion date.The inscription 
on the door of the mosque shows that the construction work was 
completed in 770 AH,while Professor Richard Maxwell Eaton states 
on the basis of his research that the construction of the mosque 
was completed in 775 AH; However, Dr. Purushottom Singh has 
quoted 770 AH in following the date recorded in the inscription. 
Considering these differences, the best thing that is known here is 
what Khan Sahib Abid Ali Khan has said, and Khan Sahib has said 
that this Adina Mosque was built between 766 AH and 776 AH. 
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A look at the history of the Adina Mosque reveals that it was so 
large that its building was never completed in all respects, and this 
is probably why historians differed on the date of its completion; 
That is, each historian examined the situation from his own point of 
view and then set a date of completion in the light of his studies 
and observations. In this regard, my opinion is that since Ghulam 
Hussain Saleem has mentioned the date of foundation stone in 
"Riyadh us Salateen" as 766 AH and there is no other date before 
this date, it should be assumed that Sikandar Shah laid the 
foundation stone of this mosque in 766 AH; And since the building 
of this mosque has never been completed in all respects, it can be 
said about the completion date that the construction of this mosque 
continued till the last moment of Sikandar Shah's life. 

It is important to note here that the historians who have given 
the period of construction of Adina Mosque from 766 AH to 776 AH, 
actually consider the period of Sikandar Shah's rule to be the same 
nine or ten years, ie those historians believe that since Sikandar 
Shah ruled for only nine or ten years, the period of construction of 
the mosque built by him is also the same period; While here H.E. 
Stapleton has explained that the coins minted by Sikandar Shah 
have dates from 758 AH to 792 AH.You can find this explanation of 
Stapleton in Abid Ali Khan's book "Memoirs Of Gaur And Pandua" 


under the account of "Adina Masjid".So H.E Stapleton's explanation 
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clearly means that Sultan Sikandar did not rule for only nine or ten 
years, but his rule lasted for about thirty four years; And when this 
is the case then the date of completion of Adina Mosque can never 
be 776 AH,because the construction of Adina Mosque was a dream 
of Sikandar Shah and when according to historians this mosque 
was never completed due to its size, so how was it possible for 
Sikandar Shah to leave his dream unfulfilled while he was alive? 
This view must have meant that Sikandar Shah must have tried to 
complete the construction of this mosque till the last breath of his 
life, and when this is the case, then the period of construction of the 
Adina Mosque is not from 766 AH to 776 AH at all,but in the light of 
Stapleton's explanation, this period spanned nearly three decades; 
That is why | had said earlier that with regard to the completion of 
the Adina Mosque, it would be more appropriate to say that the 
construction work of this mosque continued till the last moment of 


Sikandar Shah's life. 


Plan And Design Of Adina Mosque: 

The great and magnificent Adina Mosque was one of the largest 
mosques in the subcontinent in its heyday. Although most of the 
parts of this mosque have been demolished today, we can gauge 
the true structure and grandeur of this mosque by looking at the 
remaining part. A very important source in this regard is the design 


and plan of the magnificent Adina Mosque which has been copied 


13 The Construction And History of Adina Masjid 
by various scholars in their books. Here | am quoting some details 
of the design and plan of Adina Masjid just to explain how glorious 
and magnificent Adina Masjid was in its heyday. So James 
Fergusson writes about the details of the plan and design of the 
Adina Masjid: "Its dimensions are considerable, being nearly 507 ft. 
north and south, and 285 ft. east and west. In the centre it contains 
a courtyard nearly 400 ft. by 154 ft., surrounded on all sides by a 
thick wall of brick, divided by eighty nine similar arched opening, 
only one of which, that in the centre of the west side facing Mecca, 
is wider and more dignified than the rest. The roof in like manner 
was supported by some 260 pillars about 2 ft. square, at the base 
and 10 ft. 5 in. high------ some of one block of black hornblende and 
others built similar in design to those represented in Woodcut No 
405.They are bold and pleasing in design, but it must be confessed 
wanting in variety. These with the walls supported no less than 378 
domes, all similar in design and construction.The only variationt that 
is made is where a platform, called the Badshah-Ka-Thakht, the 
King's Throne or Royal Gallery, divides a part of the building into 
two storeys. This is supported by twenty one short pillars of much 
heavier form, and has others,monolithic,and of a more elegant style 
above.But the roof has fallen and very few of the other supporting 
pillars are intact. A design, such as that of the Adina mosque,would 


be appropriate for a caravanseay;but in an edifice where expression 
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and beauty were absolutely required it is far too monotonous. The 
same defect runs through the whole group; and though their size 
and elegance of details, joined with the picturesque state of richly 
foliaged ruin in which they were long found, made them charming 
subjects for the pencil,they possess all the defects of design we 
remarked in the great halls of a thousand columns in the south of 
this country. It seems, indeed, almost as if there we had again got 
among the Tamil race, and that their peculiarities were reappearing 
on the surface, though dressed in the garb of a foreign race"(6). 

Professor Richard Maxwell Eaton writes, shedding light on the 
details of the design and layout of the Adina Mosque: "measurin 
565 by 317 feet externally, and with an immense courtyard (445 by 
168 feet) surrounded by a screen of arches and 370 domed bays, 
the Adina mosque easily surpassed Delhi's Begumpur mosque, the 
principal mosque of Firuz Tughlug (1351-88), in size"(7). 

Khan Sahib Abid Ali Khan writes, shedding light on the details of 
the design and layout of the Adina Mosque: "This celebrated 
mosque was built by Sikandar Shah, between 766 and 776 A.H. 
(1364-1374 A.D.). Though partly in ruins, it is the most remarkable 
existing example of Muslim architecture of that period. It is a 
quadrangular building consisting of cloisters, which surround a 
central area of the same form. It extends 507 (and half) feet from 


north to south and 285 (and half) feet from east to west. On the 
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east side, through which the building is entered by an insignificant 
door, the cloisters are 38 feet wide, and have 3 aisles. The total 
space is subdivided by means of transverse brick walls and stone 
pillars into 108 squares, each of which was once covered with a 
small dome. The northern and southern sides are constructed on 
the same pattern, but, being shorter, had only 39 and 51 domes 
respectively in each. The western range of cloisters, being 64 feet 
in breadth, had 5 (instead of 3) aisles, but as the centre is occupied 
by the Nave of the mosque the number of domes on this side was 
only the same as that of the eastern cloister, viz, 108. The number 
of domes covering the cloisters was therefore 306 in all. The height 
of all these cloisters was about 20 feet,including a broad ornamented 
cornice. Towards the quadrangle they opened inwards with arches, 
which corresponded to the squares. On the outside to the north, 
east, and south, there are many small windows, highly decorated 
with carved tiles disposed in arches. The western wall, except for 
four small doors, and a window high up in the Central Hall,is devoid 
of openings,but inside there are the usual niches towards which the 
worshippers turne their faces, when at prayer. Many of these are 
polished and highly carved. In the southern wing of the western 
cloister where the common people worshiped,the niches correspond 
to the 18 rows of arches which from the cloisters. The northern wing 


of the same cloister only differs in so far as it contains, next to the 


16 The Construction And History of Adina Masjid 
Central Hall, a raised platform called the Badshah-Ka-Takht, which 
will be described later. This is Supported upon thick columns, about 
eight feet high.The adjacent wall contains three niches and two 
doors, which are minutely carved and ornamented with passages 
from the Qur'an. These doors communicate directly with a room on 
the level called by the name of Sikandar's chamber. This is 42 feet 
square,and was formerly covered by nine domes. The outer front of 
the west side, though rendered irregular by the projection of 
Sikandar's chamber, is the best preserved portion of the building, 
and is highly ornamented. The western wall, up to a height of 11 
feet is of stone, but above this is brickwork subdivided into minute 
sections and most elaborately carved.The doors on this side, which 
are of stone, are the parts which have been executed in the best 
taste"(8). 

Dr. Purushottom Singh writes,shedding light on the details of the 
design and layout of the Adina Mosque: "A mosque, described as 
standard, requires a rectangular plan with an open courtyard 
(sahan) surrounded by cloisters (riwaqs) on three sides and the 
prayer chamber (zullah) towards the Qibla. The Adina mosque 
conforms to all these principles, and hence is a standard type of 
mosque. The mosque consists of bricks faced with stones on the 
lower parts of the walls, and of open bricks on other parts. Its 


measurement still need to be properly recorded, but my be 
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approximately accepted as 155 by 87m externally with fluted 
columns on the corners and 122 by 46m internally with arcade 
riwaqs by the side of the courtyard. The 12m wide cloisters on the 
north, east and south of the courtyard are three aisles deep. The 
prayer chamber, measuring 24m in breadth,has five aisles. Dividing 
the prayer chamber through the middle, a wide vaulted nave runs 
perpendicular to the Qibla wall. It measures 21m by 10m and was 
once approximately 18m high, but is now fallen. In the absence of a 
definitive estimate, the domes of the mosque covering squares 
formed by stone columns have been variously estimated to be 306 
and 307. According to crown the number is 260. The columns are 
square at the base, rounded at middle, and slanting towards the 
capitals. The domes carried by triangular pendentives are now 
fallen except some on the northern cloisters of the prayer chamber. 
They were of an inverted tumbler shape with an elliptical curve, 
typical of the dome used throughout the whole sultanate period. 
The nave, much higher than the cloisters, was covered by a barrel 
vault, which because of its loftiness dominated the whole structure, 
and was seen from a long distance"(9). 

Today, although the Adina Mosque does not exist in its original 
form, but by looking at the above details, you can get a good idea 
of how glorious and magnificent the Adina Mosque was in its 


heyday. 
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The Main Entrance Of Adina Mosque: 

There is no doubt that the building of Adina Mosque was a 
magnificent building of its time and the decoration of this building 
was very meticulous. For example, the carvings and ornaments on 
the part of the western wall, that exists today, clearly show that 
highly skilled and handy people were hired to decorate the building, 
and of course those experts did a great job. However, despite all 
the features and beauties, the main entrance to the building is a 
major problem. 

According to what | have seen of this building since my 
childhood, the present form of the building has only a small door 
along the western wall, which is located near the pulpit and the 
"Badsha Ka Takht". Obviously, this door would never have been 
the main entrance in the royal period, because it is not possible for 
the common people to be allowed to enter the mosque by passing 
near the pulpit. Secondly, the "Badsha Ka Takht" near the pulpit, as 
well as the royal attic adjoining the western wall, indicate that this 
part must have been used by the royal family and the Ulamas, and 
of course, in that case, the security will be very tight. 

Now think for yourself how the common people could have been 
allowed to use this small door near the pulpit in these 
circumstances? Therefore, | am sure that this small door in the 


western wall would not have been an ordinary door at all during the 
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Sultanate period,but it would have been a special door through 
which only the royal imams and members of the royal family would 
have entered the mosque. 

There is another small door in the western wall which leads from 
"Badsha Ka Takht" to "Balakhana Sikandar Shah". This door will 
definitely be special for the Sultan or the people close to him. 

After these explanations, General Cunningham's views on the 
matter are very important, and | personally largely agree with him. 
General Alexander Cunningham writes: " The most remarkable 
feature about this great masjid is the total absence of any entrance 
gateway. There are two small doors in the back wall, but these are 
mere posterns or private entrance for the convenience of the King 
and the Mullahs. There is also a small arched opening in the middle 
of the east side, which was no doubt intended for public use; but 
this is a simple doorway or passage through the walls, unmarked 
by any projecting wings or rising battlements. The real public 
entrance | believe to have been at the southeast corner of the 
cloisters, where the three archways at the eastern end of the south 
cloisters are left open, so that the people would enter at once into 
the south and east cloisters from the outside. As this arrangement 
utterly spoils the symmetry of the building, it was most probably an 
afterthought when the single small door in the middle of the east 


side was found utterly insufficient"(10). 
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The Location: 

If we talk about the location of the Adina Mosque, it is clear that 
today this mosque is located about two kilometers northeast of the 
Chhoti Dargaah, west of the National Highway; However, according 
to my observations, this mosque was built in the middle of the 
capital Ferozabad or Pandua during the reign of Sikandar Shah, 
because the first thing in this regard is that this mosque was built 
very close to the residence of Sultan Sikandar, and the residence 
of the Sultan could have been located in a beautiful place in the 
middle of the city. 

One of the major arguments for the fact that the Adina Mosque is 
located very close to the royal palace is that wnen Sultan Ghias-ud- 
-Din Azam Shah, the son of Sultan Sikandar, was summoned to 
court by Qazi Sirajud-Din in a special case, since the court peon did 
not see any way to reach the sultan, he went to the Jama Masjid 
and gave the call to prayer. Since this was not the time for prayers, 
when Sultan Ghias-ud-Din heard this call to prayer, he became 
furious and issued an order that anyone who mocked the religion in 
this way should be brought before me immediately. So the soldiers 
came and took him to the court of Sultan Ghias-ud-Din. As soon as 
the Sultan saw him, he asked in his terrified voice, "Who are you 
and how did you dare to make fun of one of our religious symbols?" 


After the salutation, the court peon said: Sultan Moazzam! In fact, | 
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had come in your name with a summons from the Supreme Court. | 
did not see any way to reach you, so | gave the call to prayer to 
reach you so that the soldiers could catch me and bring me before 
you. Then the peon handed over the court order to the Sultan. Now 
consider that when the peon of the court gave the call to prayer, the 
sound of the call to prayer reached the palace of Sultan Ghias-ud- 
Din and obviously it was not the time for loudspeakers. This clearly 
means that the palace of Sultan Sikandar was located very close to 
the Adina Mosque, and since the palace of the Sultan could 
certainly be located in the middle of the city, Initially claimed that 
the Adina Masjid was located in the middle of the capital Firozabad 
or Pandua in Sultanate period. 

One of the main reasons why the Adina Mosque is located in the 
middle of the city is that if you take a closer look at Pandua and its 
surroundings today, you will see that the area is not smooth. That 
is, somewhere the earth is very high and somewhere very low. In 
the same way, you will see traces of old buildings everywhere, for 
example, you will see huge amounts of pebbles on the banks of 
ponds. If the foundations are dug to build a house, there will be 
piles of old stones and pottery at the bottom. If we talk about the 
water level, the water will go down a lot; That is, in the whole area 
around Pandua you will find traces of the old city. Now if you make 


the Adina Masjid the center and follow the rest of the traces of this 
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ruined city, you will see the Adina Masjid right in the middle. Since | 
grew up in Pandua, these things are from my own experiences and 
observations. The point is that if you look at the ruins of the area 
and the rest of the monuments,in that sense too, the Adina Mosque 
can be seen right in the middle of the ruined city. 

Inside the Adina Mosque, The "Badsha Ka Takht" ( King's 
Throne) Is An Objectionable Thing: 

Inside the Adina Mosque, in the western wall, near the pulpit, 
there is a high platform adjacent to "Balakhana Sikandar Shah". 
Judging by the location and name of the platform, it seems that the 
platform was probably exclusive to the king and his special 
associates. My understanding is that building such a "Takht" inside 
a mosque is extremely wrong,because Islam is basically a preacher 
of equality and obviously building such a "Takht" for a king inside a 
mosque would seriously undermine the Islamic principle of equality. 
Thus, shedding light on the Islamic law of equality, Allah Almighty 
said in Surah Al-Hujurat: 

His SAS 8) ol hited TSG ppb gS bees Cay 55 Ca SHE IG 
r@ L) Sai al 

Translation: O people | have created you from a man and a 

woman, and made you into various nations and tribes that you may 


know one another. Surely the most honorable of you in the sight of 
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Allah is the one who is more pious among you. 

The clear meaning of this verse is that equality is a feature of 
Islam and it is such a characteristic that in a society where Islam 
has been practically enacted, there have been countless examples 
of protection of the physical, financial, social and moral rights of the 
people. Equality means that those who profess Tawheed and 
Prophethood, regardless of their nationality or language, will have 
the same rights as other Muslims. This is Islamic equality. Our 
religion teaches that all Muslims are equal in the sight of Allah 
Almighty. No one has any superiority on the basis of color, race, or 
lineage. Explaining this, the Prophet (peace and blessings of Allaah 
be upon him) said in his Farewell Sermon: 

Wy Geore che So wl Lab Vi chet SUI 8) y det SS SII QL gL 
Ais L051 8] ¢ Sid YY Gard gle 3 pol Wy Spal gle por Vy Ge de Sorte) 
Ih) oS visi aU 

Translation: It is narrated on the authority of Jabir bin Abdullah 
that on the occasion of the Farewell Hajj, the Prophet (peace and 
blessings of Allaah be upon him) said: O people! your Lord is One. 
Your father is one. Remember well that neither an Arab has any 
superiority over a non-Arab nor a non-Arab has any superiority over 
an Arab, nor a red person has any superiority over a black person 
nor a black person has any superiority over a red one, but through 


piety......... That is, he who has piety in him will be better than others 
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because of his piety and goodness. Besides, in Islam no one is 
better than others because of his caste, his race or his color. 

It is worth noting here that Islam not only establishes its system 
on the principle of equality in this world, but also says that even in 
the Hereafter, men and women, rulers and subordinates, kings and 
subjects are all equal in the pursuit of exaltation and nearness to 
God. Thus, in Surah An-Nisa ', Allah Kareem says: 

Spas 5 Bea 5A SS gb See ih 5 NH) 53 Se hl Jn 
IP) Vi 

Translation: And whoever does good deeds, whether male or 
female, and is a Muslim, then they shall enter the Paradise, and 
their right will not be taken away even to the extent of sesame. 

Now consider for yourself that when Islam says that basically all 
Muslims are equal in the sight of Allah Almighty in the world and 
the hereafter, then how can a mortal king make a separate and 
distinguished throne for himself in the consecrated house of Allah 
Almighty? 

The Largest Mosque In The Subcontinent: 

After analyzing the details published after the measurement and 
survey of Adina Masjid by the Archaeological Department, scholars 
and researchers have decided that Adina Masjid Was the largest 
mosque in its time not only in Bengal but in the entire subcontinent. 


So Well known American historian Richard Maxwell Eaton writes in 
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this regard: "In fact, the Adina remains the largest msque ever built 
in the Indian subcontinent"(14). 

Describing the Adina Mosque as the largest mosque in the 
Indian subcontinent, Dr. Purushottom Singh writes: "Adina mosque 
at Hazrat Pandua or Firuzabad in Malda district of West Bengal 
was the largest mosque in medieval times not only in Bengal but 
also in the whole of the subcontinent"(15). 

It is clear from these details and evidences that the Adina 
Mosque built by Sultan Sikandar at Pandua, Bengal, was truly the 
largest mosque of the subcontinent in its time. 

The Reason For Naming The "Adina Masjid": 

"Adina" is a Persian word meaning "Friday". You can verify this 
meaning from any reliable Persian dictionary. According to this 
explanation, in today's vernacular, "Adina Masjid" means "Friday 
Mosque", ie, the mosque where Friday prayers are offered. 

It is noteworthy here that the official language of Bengal in the 
Islamic era was Persian, that is, the language used in the ruling 
class and government offices was Persian; Now that the Persian 
language was commonly used between the ruling class and 
government officials, and these same people used to come to the 
royal mosque built by Sultan Sikandar to offer Friday prayers, so 
gradually the name of this royal mosque became "Adina Mosque" in 


public; That is, the mosque where the "Adina" or "Friday" prayers 
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were offered. It is just like the mosque in which we offer Friday 
prayers nowadays is called "Juma Masjid" in common parlance. 

Now consider that the royal mosque built by Sultan Sikandar is 
called "Adina Mosque" because "Adina" means "Friday" in Persian; 
And since Persian was the official language in Islamic Bengal, that 
is why ordinary Muslims named this royal mosque "Adina Masjid" 
according to the vernacular of that time, which is still known by the 
same name today. Now in such a case if someone distorts the 
persian word "Adina" and says that the name is not actually "Adina" 
but "Adinath" because there used to be a temple here, then the 
Muslim kings demolished that temple, and built this mosque on the 
site of that temple and changed its name from "Adinath" to "Adina"; 
So what can be said about such a man other than that he refuses 
to let the sun rise even at noon, because no reliable history proves 
that there was ever a temple here called "Adinath Mandir", and 
Sikandar Shah demolished it and built this mosque in its place. On 
the contrary, if we talk about the Adina Mosque, in the light of 
irrefutable evidences, it is proved that Sikandar Shah built a 
magnificent mosque on this place from 766 A.H to the last days of 
his life which had no precedent in the whole subcontinent at that 
time, and then the locals started calling this mosque by the name of 
"Adina Masjid" according to the vernacular, and today that mosque 


is known by the same name among us. In the light of these 
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explanations, any wise person can decide whether this magnificent 
building is in fact the "Adina Masjid" built by Sikandar Shah or an 
imaginary "Adinath Temple"? 

One important thing to remember about the word "Adina" is that 
in ancient India, the common people generally used the word 
"Adina" for Jama Mosques. One of the proofs of this is that Major 
General Alexander Cunningham writes in the "Archaeological 
Survey of India", quoting Sir Syed Ahmad Khan, about the Qutb- 
ul-lslam Mosque built by Sultan Qutbuddin Aibak that the common 
people also called that mosque "Adina Masjid". So he writes about 
it: "The Great Mosque of Qutb-uddin was called Jama Masjid, 
according to the inscription over the inner archway of the east 
entrance. But it is now more commonly known as Masjidi Kutb-ul - 
Islam, or the "Mosque of the Pole Star of Islamism", a name which 
appears to preserve that of its founder. It seems probably,however, 
that the Kutb Mosque, as well as the Minar, may have been named 
after the contemporary Saint Kutb-uddin Ushi, whose tomb is close 
by. Syad Ahmad adds that the Mosque was also called the Adina 
Masjid"(16). 

Did you see? According to Major General Alexander 
Cunningham, in the Islamic era, the Qutb-ul-lslam Mosque was 
also called "Adina Mosque" by the locals. The fact of the matter is 


that in the Islamic era, the official language of India was Persian, 
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and since the Friday is called "Adina" in Persian, the common 
people used to call these Jama mosques "Adina Mosques", in 
which Friday prayers were offered; It is as if in ancient times "Adina 
Masjid" meant "Juma Masjid". Now, in such a case, if a person 
starts interpreting the word "Adina" as "Adinath", it will undoubtedly 
be said that this person is either not aware of history or he isa 
person who is saying this just out of religious bigotry and 
anti-Islamic sentiments. 

The Purpose Of Construction: 

As just passed up, the Adina Mosque was the largest mosque in 
the subcontinent, and Sikandar Shah certainly had spent a lot of 
money to build it. Now a question arises here why did Sikandar 
Shah build such a big mosque? Professor Richard Maxwell Eaton 
writes in answer to this question: "Although its builders reused a 
good deal of carved stone from pre-conquest monuments, the 
mosque does not appear to have been intended to convey a 
message of political subjugation to the region's non-Muslims, who 
in any event would not used the structure. In fact, stylistic motifs in 
the mosque's prayer niches reveal the builder's successful 
adaptation, and even appreciation, of late Pala-Sen art. The 
imposing monument is also likely to have been a statement 
directed at Sikandar's more distant Muslim audience, his former 


overlords in Delhi, now bitter rivals. Having successfully defended 
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his kingdom from Sultan Firuz's armies, Sikandar projected his 
claims of power and independence by erecting a monument greater 
in size than any edifice built by his North Indian rivals"(17). 

Highlighting the purpose of building the mosque, Khan Sahib 
Abid Ali Khan writes: "It is possible that he Sikandar Shah was a 
strict Musalman and encouraged his subjects to be converted to 
Islam. If so,this would explain why he erected such a large mosque, 
so that all the Muslim inhabitants of Pandua could gather in one 
place for their Friday prayers"(18). 

What was the purpose of Sikandar Shah behind the magnificent 
construction of Adina Mosque? Highlighting this, Dr. Purushottom 
Singh writes: " It was, according to an inscription at its back wall, 
built in 1373 AD by Sikandar Shah, son of Ilyas Shah. For a sultan 
like Sikandar Shah, who declared hims if to be the most perfect of 
the sultans of Arabia and Persia in 1369 AD, and eventually the 
Khalifa of the faithful, the building of such a mosque was a natural 
manifestation of his power and wealth. Needless to say, a sultan 
who could compare himself with the Khalifas of Damascus, 
Baghdad, Cordova or Caro could also erect a mosque comparable 
in size and granddeur to the great mosques of those capitals. It is 
curious the the Adina Mosque compares with the mosques of those 
cities not only in size, but also in plan and standardisation. In fact, it 


rivals the masterpieces of the world"(19). 
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A review of the above quotations reveals that Sultan Sikandar 
had two motives behind building the largest mosque on the 
subcontinent in his capital, Ferozeabad or Pandua. The first is that 
there should be such a large mosque in which all the Muslims of 
the capital can offer Friday prayers together. And secondly, Sultan 
Sikandar wanted to tell other Muslim states about his glory and 
wealth through this magnificent building, ie all people should know 
that Sultan Sikandar is the king of a very prosperous and 
independent state. 


Was Adina Masjid ever a Mandir or did Sikandar Shah 


demolish a temple and build the Adina Mosque in its place? 

A few days ago, it was claimed by some BJP leaders that there 
used to be a temple called "Adinath Mandir" on the site of Adina 
Mosque which was demolished by Sikandar Shah and replaced by 
this mosque called "Adina Masjid". It is worth noting here that if 
Sikandar Shah had demolished an imaginary "Adinath temple" and 
built a royal mosque in its place, would Sikandar Shah have been 
so foolish as to name the mosque he built "Adina Masjid"? On the 
one hand, Sikandar Shah is demolishing the temple and on the 
other hand, he loves the name of the temple so much that he 
named the magnificent mosque he built after the temple? Is it even 


possible?If you say that the name similar to the name of the temple 
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was given by the common people to suit the temple; So here we 
must ask that according to you, when Sikandar Shah demolished 
an imaginary "Adinath temple" and built a royal mosque in its place, 
then how did Sikandar Shah tolerate a person naming a mosque 
he built after a temple? 

Well,even after Sikandar Shah, Bengal was ruled by Muslims for 
centuries. After all, why didn't any Muslim ruler object to this Hindu 
name? This clearly means that the name "Adina" is not derived 
from any imaginary temple "Adinath". | have discussed this in great 
detail in the chapter "The reason for naming the mosque of Adina" 
which makes it clear that the word "Adina" is a Persian word 
meaning "Friday". And since Persian was the official language of 
Bengal during the Sultanate period, the royal mosque built by 
Sikandar Shah was named "Adina Mosque" in Persian, meaning 
"Friday Mosque", ie, the mosque where the Friday prayers were 
performed. The result of this research is that the name of the royal 
mosque "Adina Masjid" built by Sultan Sikandar is not derived from 
any imaginary temple "Adinath". 

According to newspaper reports, BUP leaders have also claimed 
that "Jitu Sardar sacrificed his life while protecting the Adinath 
temple. He was martyred while fighting against the British and 
Muslim rulers for the protection of the temple."When | read this 


statement, believe me, | was stunned and finally forced to think that 
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these BJP leaders are either extremely ignorant who do not 
understand the slightest bit of history or they are so blind to anti 
Muslim sentiments that they do not understand what they are 
saying. Consider for yourself that these BJP leaders fabricated a 
story of their own to fan the flames of religious hatred and they 
declared the hero of that story to be an imaginary character "Jitu 
Sardar" but in order to give credibility to their imaginary character 
"Jaito Sardar", these BJP leaders said some things which are not 
possible in any way. 

Think for yourself that these BJP leaders claimed that "Jitu 
Sardar was martyred while fighting against the British and Muslim 
rulers to protect the temple”. Is this possible anyway? According to 
historians, Sultan Sikandar started the construction of this mosque 
in 766 AH when the British came to India almost five hundred years 
after the death of Sikandar Shah. Now how is it possible that the 
imaginary Sardar Jitu of the BJP leaders also fought against 
Sikandar Shah in 766 AH and then about five hundred years later 
this Sardar Jitu also fought against the British to protect his temple? 
Was he alive for five hundred years? And if that Sardar Jitu was 
alive till the time of the British, then how was he killed while fighting 
against Sikandar Shah? And when Sultan Sikandar killed the 
imaginary Sardar Jitu of the BUP leaders and demolished an 


imaginary temple"Adinath Mandir", how did this "Mahavir" Jitu finally 
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fight against the British to protect the temple five hundred years 
later? Brother! these are such strange things that we have not 
heard in a thousand stories of Alif Laila. Of course,only illiterate and 
bigoted BJP leaders can say such nonsense. 

In the light of the above explanations, you can guess for yourself 
how much truth there is in the claims of the BJP leaders towards 
Adina Masjid. 

Now if you object that a few stones on the western wall of the 
Adina Mosque have carvings of elephant and dance figures, what 
about that? Because it is very surprising to find such carved stones 
in the walls of any mosque. In response to this objection, | would 
say that yes, some of the stones on the western wall of the Adina 
Mosque have carvings of elephant and dance figures, but this does 
not mean that there has ever been a temple in place of the Adina 
Mosque, or that Sultan Sikandar himself had demolished a temple 
and used its materials in the construction of his mosque. If we 
really want to understand this case, we have to look at the pages of 
history through the lens of open heart. 

First of all, you have to understand that for centuries the capital 
of Bengal was Lakhnawti i.e. Gaur but what was the reason that the 
capital was suddenly shifted from Gaur to Pandua? An objective 
study of the history reveals that the main reason for the transfer of 


the capital was that the course of the river Ganga had changed in 
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the time of Ilyas Shah and others; In other words, since the Ganges 
used to pass near Gaur, there was no problem in water supply to 
the city of Gaur, but later on, the Ganges diverted its flow and now 
it started passing near Pandua, thus Pandua now had two means 
of water transmission. And it now began to pass near Pandua: One 
is the Ganga which was now flowing near Pandua and the other is 
the Mahananda river which used to flow west of Pandua in the 
same way as it is today. In the case of Gaur, on the other hand, due 
to the diversion of the Ganges, this largest city in history became 
uninhabitable as Gaur now had a major water supply problem; That 
is why the capital was immediately shifted from Gaur to Pandua, 
and since Gaur was now uninhabitable, the city gradually became a 
ruin and the religious and non-religious buildings there began to 
crumble due to lack of proper maintenance. Therefore, when the 
Adina Mosque was built in the time of Sikandar Shah, the stones of 
these ruined buildings were certainly used and since there were 
many temples in these buildings of Gaur which were now crumbling 
due to carelessness, the architects also used these scattered 
carved stones in the construction of Adina Mosque; And so in some 
of the stones on the western wall of the Adina Mosque we see some 
carvings of elephants and dance figures today. 

It is also important to note that stones were not generally 


available in Bengal, so basically bricks were used in the 
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construction of buildings or stones were imported. British orientalist 
John Garrard Burton Page writes about it: "Stone in the Bengal 
region (West Bengal and Bangladesh) is almost confined to the 
black basalt of the Rajmahall hills in the Malda district; but the fine 
alluvial clay is freely available, the material for the characteristic 
Bengali bricks and terracottas"(20). 

John Burton's explanation meant that since stones were not 
available in Bengal, bricks were commonly used in the construction 
of buildings here, but it is clear that according to the architecture of 
the time, the use of stones was essential for the construction of the 
largest building, such as the Adina Mosque, so whatever stone was 
found by the builders of Adina Mosque in Gaur or other nearby 
ruins,they used it as gift in the construction of the mosque. It is also 
important to mention here that in addition to the old stones for the 
construction of Adina Masjid, new stones were also imported from 
outside and they were used in the construction of the mosque 
because it was not wise to use only old stones in the construction 
of such a large building. Well, It is to be said that all the religious 
stones used in the construction of the Adina Mosque were not 
brought from any temple by demolishing it, but all those stones were 
certainly obtained from the Gaur and the surrounding ruins. 

Let me also mention here that Scotch adventurer Henry 


Creighton have pointed out that the Muslim rulers did not tolerate 
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the existence of any Hindu temple in their territory. Abid Ali Khan 
writes: " Creighton points out, the Muhammadan rulers did not like 
to keep any Hindu temple in their dominion and so they destroyed 
the temples and utilised the materials in the construction of 
mosques"(21). 

Needless to say, Henry Creighton has tried to fabricate these 
statements without any reference or evidence, which is an open 
violation of the principles of history. If the Muslim rulers of Bengal 
were really so intolerant and extremist, then how do the many oldest 
temples in the region look today? Many of the oldest temples can 
be seen around the Adina Mosque itself, which are definitely built in 
the Islamic era. The question then arises that if the Muslim rulers of 
Bengal were so extremist that they demolished the temples of their 
Hindu subjects and took the temple material to their homes, then 
not a single ancient temple should be seen in the region; But on the 
contrary, we see that there is a network of ancient temples 
throughout the region. This clearly means that neither Sikandar 
Shah nor the other sultans of Bengal demolished Hindu temples; 
And if we talk about the fact that some of the stones of the Adina 
Mosque have carvings of elephant or dance forms, the reason is 
that these carved stones were obtained from ancient ruins, which 
certainly contained some stones from religious buildings. 


It is also worth noting here that before the arrival of the Muslim 
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conquerors, two royal families, Pala and Sena, ruled Bengal 
respectively, and since they believed in Hinduism and Buddhism, 
they must have built magnificent religious buildings in their capital 
Gaur, just as the Muslims went on to build many enviable buildings 
in the region. But just as the passage of time has either destroyed 
ninety nine percent of the buildings built by Muslim rulers today or 
turned them into ruins, so too the passage of time has brought 
down the buildings built by the Pala and Sena dynasties; And then 
in the time of Sikandar Shah, the architects may have chosen the 
carved stones from these ruins and used them in the construction 
of Adina Mosque. 

One thing to keep in mind here regarding ancient buildings is 
that the climate of Bengal is a strong enemy of buildings. It is our 
experience that once the roots of the poplar or tamarind trees find 
their way into a building, they quickly destroy the building, no matter 
how strong the building itself. The upper railing of our house itself 
was once occupied by some vines and we did not notice it for a few 
days, so the vines entered the cracks of the railing in such a way 
that the railing finally broke. The point is that if the buildings are not 
maintained regularly, the buildings in Bengal will not be able to 
stand on their own two feet for long. Most parts of the Adina Mosque 
itself has collapsed today due to the same neglect. 


Now if you look at the sculptures of the Adina Mosque in the 
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same way, you will find that the oldest buildings built by the Pala 
and Sena dynasties could not have stood for long without 
permanent maintenance; And due to the long civil war in the 
Muslim Empire and the transfer of capital, etc., these buildings 
were not maintained for a long time, so after some time, those 
buildings were reduced to ruins. In such a case, if the architects 
selected some useful stones from those ruins and used them in the 
construction of Adina Masjid, would it be correct to say that 
Sikandar Shah demolished the temples of Hindus and built Adina 
Masjid from their material?? 

The bottom line is that according to historical documents and 
evidences, there was never a temple on the site of the Adina 
Mosque, nor did Sikandar Shah demolish other temples and use 
their materials in the construction of the Adina Mosque. Nowadays, 
the leaders and workers of the Bharatiya Janata Party who are 
spreading such false news are actually trying to win the 2024 Lok 
Sabha elections by gaining the sympathy of the majority class 
through such false news; It is as if the BJP is turning a blind eye to 
the facts and throwing the state and the country into the fire of 


hatred just for its own political interests. 
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